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that would satisfy the economic and political needs of the Jewish
population—this was done on July n, 1925.
NEGOTIATIONS FOR POLISH-GERMAN COMMERCIAL TREATY
Negotiations between Poland and Germany for the conclusion
of a commercial treaty had been begun in the spring of 1925.
Germany boycotted Poland economically in the first years of
the liberation, but this led Poland to open up other markets, and
Germany, to retain her geographical advantage, had entered into
normal commercial relations with her neighbour in 1922, the
result being that Germany absorbed 50 per cent of the Polish
exports and had about 40 per cent of all the Polish imports.
Poland, however, went on making commercial treaties with other
States, and in 1925 had trade agreements with France, England,
Italy, Rumania, Switzerland, Australia, Yugoslavia, Belgium,
Turkey, Finland, Denmark, Holland, Sweden, Persia, Hungary,
Czechoslovakia and Greece. Consequently German exports to
and imports from Poland suffered a diminution. According to the
Polish-German Upper Silesia convention of 1922 Germany
imported free of duty 500,000 tons of coal monthly from Polish
Upper Silesia till June 15, 1925. Shortly before that date the
German Government declared itself ready to renew this stipulation,
but accompanied this with political conditions which Poland
could not accept, particular objection being taken to Germany's
proposal respecting optants.
Under the Versailles and Minorities Treaties Germans residing
in Polish territory were given the right to retain their German
citizenship, but with the proviso in all such cases to quit the country
within three years. Polish residents in German territory were
given similar rights. By an agreement signed in August 1924
Poland and Germany expressly recognized the right of reciprocal
eviction, and August i, 1925, was fixed as the date for the
compulsory removal of the first class of these optants, namely,
those possessing no real property, and dates were set for the
progressive removal of the other optants. Germany now proposed
to abrogate this agreement so far as the German optants were
concerned. Poland refused, and Germany in reprisal refosed

